
 

  

Open Door          the   

 
In This Issue 

 
Confirmation Class ................ 2 
 
²ƻƳŜƴΩǎ /ƛǊŎƭŜǎ .................... 2 
 
Spring Forward Brunch .......... 3 
 
From The Pastor .................... 3 
 
Preaching Schedule ............... 3 
 
Preparing for Easter .............. 4 
 
Youth Corner ......................... 5 
 
Lenten Study ......................... 6 
 
Through the Gospels ............. 6 
 
Chili Cook-Off ........................ 6 
 
Church Calendar................. 8-9 
 
Credit/Debit Card Giving ....... 9 
 
Young at Heart ...... Back Cover 
 
 

Lenten Opportunities  
Wednesday,  March 3 Lenten Bible Studies  

Jesus the New Way   
11: 00 a.m. or 7:30 p.m. 

St Andrews Room 
Led by Steve Beard and Theresa Swenson 

 
   Through the Gospels  
   11:00 a.m., Room 201 
   Led by Roxanne Karol 
   
Wednesday, March 10 Lenten Bible Studies (see above) 
 
Wednesday, March 17 Lenten Bible Studies (see above) 
 
Wednesday, March 24 Lenten Bible Studies (see above) 
 
Sunday, March 28 Palm Sunday Service  
    9:30 and 11:15 a.m. 
 
Thursday, April 1 Maundy Thursday Communion Service  
    7:30 p.m., Sanctuary 
    Wayne Smith preaching 
 
Friday, April 2 Community Good Friday Service  
    Location to be announced 
 
Saturday, April 3 Easter Vigil  
    5:00 p.m., Chapel 
 
Sunday, April 4 Easter Sunday  
    Two Identical Services 
    9:30 and 11:15 a.m., Sanctuary 
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Abigail - leaders Cathy Goldberg 

 and Margaret Barney 

 Third Tuesday, 10:00 a.m. 

 Church Parlor 

Adelphia - leaders Esther Pavelka 

 and Carol Giegerich 
 Second Thursday, 7:30 p.m. 

 Church, Room 201 

Elizabeth - leader Iris Hinchman 
 First Thursday, 12:30 p.m.  

 At the home of Betty Billings 

 Navesink Harbor 

Faith - leader Lori Faust  
 First and Third Fridays, 9:15 a.m.

 Church, Parlor 

Hannah - coordinator Leslie Zomro 
 First Wednesday, 7:00 p.m. 

 Church, Room 201 

Hope - coordinator Marti Bookstein  
 Third Tuesday, 3:30 p.m.  

 Seabrook Village, Tinton Falls 

Lois - leaders Elaine Lent and Linda 

 Miller   
 Second Tuesday, 7:30 p.m. 

 Call leader for location 

Lydia - leader Sue Lawson and  

 Sylvia Kuzmak  
  Third Monday, 7:30 p.m. 

 Call leader for  location 

Martha - leader Elinor Chevalier 
 Second Tuesday, 10:00 a.m.  

 Home of Elinor Chevalier 

Mary - leader Muriel Hemschoot

 Not meeting this month 

Naomi - leader Joan Thomas   

 Second Wednesday, 12:30 p.m. 

 Home of Dian Woodroffe 

Priscilla - leaders Joanna Monday 

 and Linda Rhyne 
 Second Tuesday, 7:00 p.m.  

 Church Parlor 

Sarah - leader Nancy Schmertz 
 Fourth Tuesday 

 Call leader for time and location 

"Spring Forward" 
Brunch 
 
Join the Calvin and Chapel Ring-
ers in celebrating the arrival of 
spring with a brunch on Sunday, 
March 14, from 10:45 a.m. to 
12:00 p.m. in Webster Hall. Din-
ers will be served muffins, fruit, 
your choice of baked eggs or 
oven French toast, and beverage 
(coffee, tea, juice). Tickets are $7 
and will be available at the Bake 
Table in Webster Hall or at the 
door. Proceeds will go toward 
the high school bell choirs' 
planned tour to Seattle in June. 

It Keeps Getting 

CLOSER! 

VBS 2010 The High 

Seas! 

July 19-23 

Volunteers welcomed 

and needed! 

Confirmation Class Information 
      by Theresa Swenson, Associate Supply Pastor 

Confirmation is an important 
ÅÖÅÎÔ ÉÎ ÙÏÕÒ ÙÏÕÎÇ ÐÅÒÓÏÎȭÓ ÆÁÉÔÈ 
journey where they can further 
explore and embrace the faith they 
have been taught. 
 
Confirmation this year will be on 
Pentecost Sunday, May 23, 2010 
during the 9:30 a.m. service.  Con-
firmation Classes will be held on 6 
Sunday Evenings, April 11 through 
May 16, from 6:00 to 7:00 p.m. in 
the St. Andrews Room. Classes will 
be led by Theresa Swenson and 
Dan Herman with Steve Beard as 
advisor.  
 
If you have a high school student 
in the 9th Grade or older interested 
in Confirmation, there will be an 
Informational Meeting for parents 
at 10:45 a.m. on Sunday, March 21, 

in the St. Andrews Room. You may 
register your youth at the meeting. 
We will present you with the 
schedule of classes, lessons that 
will be covered and answer any 
questions you may have about the 
process. 
 
You may also register your young 
person in advance of the meeting 
by sending their name, address,  
e-mail address and your name,  
address and e-mail address to: 
theresa.swenson@hotmail.com.  If 
you prefer, you may also leave me 
a phone message with the infor-
mation at the Church Office 732-
747-1348 ext. 15. 
 
That they may know you, the only 
true God, and Jesus Christ, whom 
you have sent.    John 17:3  

mailto:theresa.swenson@hotmail.com
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From The Pastor 

      by Steve Beard, Senior Pastor 

Saturday, March 6, 2010  
5:00 p.m. 

Sunday,  March 7, 2010 
9:30 and 11:15 a.m.  

Our True Self 
Mark 5:1-13 

Steve Beard Preaching 

 
Saturday, March 13 , 2010 

5:00 p.m. 
Sunday,  March 14, 2010 

9:30 and 11:15 a.m.  
Shake the Dust Off 

Mark 6:1-13 
Steve Beard Preaching 

 
Saturday, March  20, 2010 

5:00 p.m. 
Sunday, March 21, 2010 

9:30 and 11:15 a.m.  
The Impossible Dream 

Guest Preacher: 
Gerry Mills  

 
Saturday, March  27, 2010 

5:00 p.m. 
Sunday, March28, 2010 

9:30 and 11:15 a.m.  
Do You Believe? 

Mark 6:45-54 
Steve Beard Preaching 

 

Our church has gone through some difficult 
staff changes the past couple of months with 
the departure of Charles Harris and Joe Cole.  
Their ministry in our midst will be missed and 
we will grieve their loss during this next sea-
son of our life together.  At the same time, we 
are beginning the process of moving forward 
in several ways that I would like to highlight. 
 

We have a music director search team in place and they are 
doing wonderful work.  Not only are they searching for a new 
music director, but they have completed the interim search 
process which brought us Kay Healy-Wedsworth, Bill Stroud 
and Erin Barnett.  These three have been a great addition to 
our staff and church and will help us transition to the next di-
rector of music.  Please keep this process and search team in 
your prayers. 

 
We have hired Dan Herman as our interim director of youth 
ministry.  Dan is well known by many in our congregation and 
many know that we are blessed to have him with us.  Dan has 
worked with our youth for many years as a volunteer and as 
part time staff. We are grateful for his willingness to step in 
and serve in this important role.  Our session will begin plan-
ning for the future this month as we decide the best way for-
ward in regard to an associate pastor search process. 

 
In January we established a team of leaders and formed a Long 
Range Planning task force.  We have been dreaming, praying 
and planning a process by which all of our church family can 
contribute to our future long range plan.  We will be having 
several congregational gatherings in the month of April to lis-
ten and share ideas together as a church family.  Soon you will 
receive an invitation to join us and I pray many of our church 
family can come and participate in these dialogue sessions. 

 
Please remember to pray regularly for our church and our wonderful staff.  
This time of transition has been difficult in many ways, but it has also been 
a time to see and be grateful for the many generous volunteers who give 
so much of their time and talent to make our church a special place. 
 
Yours in Christ, 
Steve 
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Ash Wednesday is the beginning of 
the Lenten season. As adults we 
prepare our hearts and minds by 
attending Bible studies and wor-
ship services but what do we do 
for our children? We all dye eggs 
and visit the Easter Bunny at the 
ÍÁÌÌ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅ ÏÔÈÅÒ ȰÆÕÎȱ ÓÔÕÆÆ ÂÕÔ 
we can prepare their hearts and 
minds too.  There are many re-
sources that can help teach the 
events of Holy Week. Resurrection 
Eggs can be bought or made very 
easily.  With 12 plastic eggs and a 
few items, the whole story plays 

out.  The items needed are: bread 
(or cup), coin, purple cloth, thorn, 
thick string, cross, nail, sign, 
sponge, spear, rock and of course 
the last egg is EMPTY. Each egg has 
a Bible verse that tells a part of the 
Holy Week story. I would be glad 
to help anyone make them or get 
the verses for you that go with 
each item. We have them in our 
house and have used them every 
year for many years. There is also 
a wonderful book that goes along 
with the eggs.  The book is Benja-
ÍÉÎȭÓ "ÏØ by Melody Carlson. 

 
Another fun idea would be to make 
Resurrection Cookies the night 
before Easter Sunday.  These cook-
ies are made and placed in a 
ȰÓÅÁÌÅÄȱ ÏÖÅÎ ÁÔ ÎÉÇÈÔ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅÎ ÉÎ 
the morning there is a surprise in 
the cookies. See the recipe below. 
Have fun with these wonderful 
tools to help you grow closer with 
your children (or grandchildren) 
during this Lenten season. 
 
On the first Easter, Jesus' followers 
were amazed to find the tomb 
open and empty! Read Matthew 
28:1-9 

Preparing for Easter 

      ÂÙ ,ÏÒÉ &ÁÕÓÔȟ #ÏÏÒÄÉÎÁÔÏÒ ÏÆ #ÈÉÌÄÒÅÎȭÓ -ÉÎÉÓÔÒÉÅÓ 

Resurrection Eggs 
You need: 1c. whole pecans, 1 tsp. vinegar, 3 egg whites,p͖inch of salt, 1c. sugar, zipper baggie, wooden spoon, 
tape, Bible.͖ P͖reheat oven to 300 BEFORE BEGINNING. 

Place pecans in zipper baggie and let children beat them with the wooden spoon to break into small 
pieces.  

Explain that after Jesus was arrested, He was beaten by the Roman soldiers. Read John 19:1-3. 
Let each child smell the vinegar. Put 1 tsp. vinegar into mixing bowl.  

Explain that when Jesus was thirsty on the cross, He was given vinegar to drink. Read John 19:28-30. 
Add egg whites to vinegar. Eggs represent life.  

Explain that Jesus gave His life to give us life. Read John 10:10-11. 
Sprinkle a little salt into each child's hand. Let them taste it and brush the rest into the bowl.  

Explain that this represents the salty tears shed by Jesus' followers, and the bitterness of our own sin.  
Read Luke 23:27. 
So far the ingredients are not very appetizing. 

Add 1 c. sugar.  
Explain that the sweetest part of the story is that Jesus died because He loves us. He wants us to know this 

and how to belong to Him. Read Ps. 34:8 and John 3:16. 
Beat with a mixer on high speed for 12 to 15 minutes until stiff peaks are formed.  

Explain that the color white represents the purity in God's eyes of those whose sins have been cleansed by Je-
sus. Read Isaiah 1:18 and John 3:1-3. 
Fold in broken nuts. Drop by teaspoons onto wax paper covered cookie sheet.  

Explain that each mound represents the rocky tomb where Jesus' body was laid. Read Matt. 27:57-60. 
Put the cookie sheet in the oven, close the door and turn the oven OFF. 
Give each child a piece of tape and seal the oven door.  

Explain that Jesus' tomb was sealed. Read Matt.27:65-66. 
GO TO BED!  

Explain that they may feel sad to leave the cookies in the oven overnight. Jesus' followers were in despair 
when the tomb was sealed. Read John 16:20 and 22. 
On Easter morning, open the oven and give everyone a cookie. 

 
Notice the cracked surface and take a bite. The cookies are hollow!  
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Youth Corner 
      by Dan Herman,  Interim Youth Director 

(Continued on page 9) 

Ok.  This is going to be a bit ran-
dom ɀ ÍÁÙÂÅ ÔÈÁÔȭÓ ×ÈÙ ) ÇÅÔ ÓÏ 
ÍÕÃÈ ÊÏÙ ÉÎ ÙÏÕÔÈ ÍÉÎÉÓÔÒÙȢ )ÔȭÓ ÔÈÅ 
way my mind works.  I know some 
ÏÆ ÙÏÕ ÒÅÍÅÍÂÅÒ ÔÈÅ Ȱ/ÌÄ 0ÈÉÌÏÓÏȤ
ÐÈÅÒȱ ÒÅÃÏÒÄÓ ÂÙ %ÄÄÉÅ ,Á×ÒÅÎÃÅȢ 
 
Ȱ(ÅÙ ÔÈÅÒÅ ÆÒÉÅÎÄȢ  9ÏÕ ÓÁÙ ÙÏÕ 
ÃÁÎȭÔ ÐÕÌÌ ÙÏÕÒ ÃÁÒ ÏÕÔ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÍÕÄ 
ÁÎÄ ÙÏÕȭÒÅ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÍÉÄÄÌÅ ÏÆ ÎÏȤ
×ÈÅÒÅ ÁÎÄ ÉÔȭÓ ÐÏÕÒÉÎÇ ÒÁÉÎ ÁÎÄ 
ÙÏÕ ÃÁÎȭÔ ÇÅÔ ÔÈÅ ÔÏÐ ÂÁÃË ÕÐ ÁÎÄ 
your foot went right through the 
gas and a stroke of lightning splits 
your motor in half.  And you start 
up the windy road on foot and you 
fall down in the mud and a wild 
animal runs off with your shoes 
and your car blows up suddenly 
and your windshield wiper ends 
ÕÐ ÉÎ ÙÏÕÒ ÍÏÕÔÈ ÁÎÄ ÙÏÕ ÃÁÎȭÔ 
ÍÏÖÅ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅ ÍÕÄȭÓ ÒÉÓÉÎÇ ÕÐ ÔÏ 
ÙÏÕÒ ÎÏÓÔÒÉÌÓ ÁÎÄ ÙÏÕȭÒÅ ÓÉÎËÉÎÇ 
ÆÁÓÔȢ  )Ó ÔÈÁÔ ×ÈÁÔȭÓ ÔÒÏÕÂÌÉÎÇ ÙÏÕȟ 
friend?  Well, lift your head up 
high and take a walk in the sun, 
with a dignity and stick-to-it -
iveness.  And you show the world, 
you show them where to get off.  
9ÏÕȭÌÌ ÎÅÖÅÒ ÇÉÖÅ ÕÐȟ ÎÅÖÅÒ ÇÉÖÅ ÕÐȟ 
ÎÅÖÅÒ ÇÉÖÅ ÕÐ ȢȢȢ ÔÈÁÔ ÓÈÉÐȢȱ 
 
If that is how you are feeling, like 
you are stuck in the mud and sink-
ing fast, we have a solution for you.  
Come join us in youth ministry at 
Tower Hill.  We (umm, that is God) 
will get you to lift your head up 
high and take a walk in the sun 
with dignity and stick-to-it -
iveness!  Guaranteed! 
Miracles!  I continually, constantly 
have the privilege and joy of see-
ing God at work changing lives ɀ 
MIRACLES!  A young man, new 
member of JC, very, very active 
ɉÒÅÁÄ ÏÖÅÒÁÃÔÉÖÅȟ ÃÁÎȭÔ ÓÉÔ ÓÔÉÌÌ ÆÏÒ Á 

moment) standing in the middle of 
the room, eyes closed, arms ex-
tended, at peace, singing with all 
his heart a praise song ɀ MIRA-
CLES!  During a discussion in a 
small group Junior High Bible 
Study, a young man posits that we 
could live a sinless life if we spent 
our whole life in a closet, that is, 
×Å ×ÏÕÌÄÎȭÔ ÄÏ ÁÎÙÔÈÉÎÇ ×ÒÏÎÇȢ  ! 
hand goes up and from the one you 
×ÏÕÌÄ ÌÅÁÓÔ ÅØÐÅÃÔȟ Ȱ.Ïȟ ÔÈÁÔ 
would be a sin.  God wants us to 
ÌÉÖÅ ÌÉÆÅ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ ÆÕÌÌÅÓÔȢ  *ÏÈÎ ρπȡρπȢȱ  
MIRACLES!  55 high school kids in 
groups of 6 with a couple of lead-
ers were totally absorbed in a pro-
ject to design and build a mecha-
nism with a bit of newspaper, cot-
ton balls, balloon and toothpicks to 
protect an egg dropped off the bal-
cony.  No noise, no tomfoolery, no 
disciplining necessary.  MIRACLES!  
Each time we gather we pray for 
'ÏÄȭÓ ÐÒÏÔÅÃÔÉÏÎȟ ÂÌÅÓÓÉÎÇ ÁÎÄ 
guidance AND we invite Him to 
show up and join us.  And He does.  
MIRACLES!    
 
Feeling stuck in the mud?  Come 
join us.  We will get you unstuck. 
 
Faith is active, not passive.  Faith 
requires growth.  Faith requires 
doing in order to get stronger.  The 
youth coaching team and the youth 
leaders realize how important ser-
vice is to our faith, to our walk 
with Christ.  We are determined to 
create more opportunities for ser-
vice for our youth.  Yes, we go on 
mission trips and those are won-
derful.  Last year we began doing 
service projects on our weekend 
retreats.  And the kids, junior and 
senior high, enjoy doing the work 
together.  Following our recent 

heavy snowfall, Heather Heard and 
Marisa DeNicola got some kids to-
gether and shoveled homes in Fair 
Haven.  I am working with Gregg 
Weber and Lunch Break to get our 
kids plugged into that wonderful 
program.  If you have any ideas or 
can set up a service activity that 
would take place on a regular basis, 
please give me a call or email me at 
danherman@towerhillchurch.org. 
 
I am very excited to report that we 
have six young men from Lincroft 
Presbyterian Church who have 
joined us at JC and Company.  Sandy 
Schubel, who used to be a member 
here, was married here and taught 
Sunday School here, comes with 
them every week.  Brian Croak, Pas-
tor at Lincroft, also is here on a regu-
lar basis.  They do not have sufficient 
numbers to launch a solid program, 
so they have joined us here.  Several 
of the boys have significant chal-
lenges.  Their presence creates a 
wonderful growth opportunity for 
ÔÈÅÍ ÁÎÄ ÆÏÒ ÏÕÒ ËÉÄÓȢ  )ȭÍ ÎÏÔ ÓÕÒÅ 
why I get such a big kick out of this, 
but it is great on so many levels.  
They now have a youth group where 
they had none, we are breaking 
down barriers and expanding our 
horizons, we are working together 
as the body, and we have two addi-
tional, exciting leaders to inspire our 
kids. 
 
By the time this article is distributed, 
we will have completed our annual 
JC and CC Ski Weekend at Shawnee.  
As I sit here in my office, I am al-
ready excited about our Sunday wor-
ship service.  We begin to worship in 
the lodge at the summit, newly risen 
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Lenten Study 
February 24 ς March 24   
 
Jesus the New Way 
Early followers of Jesus were called 
followers of The Way. Our Lenten 
series will consider what was new 
about the Way of Jesus?  We will 
view and discuss a DVD series by Dr. 
N.T. Wright, a leading New Testa-
ment scholar, with presentations on:  

Announcing the Kingdom 

Longing for a King 

Why Did Jesus Die? 

Who Was Jesus? 

The New Claim 
 

Morning and Evening: 11:00 a.m. 
and 7:30 p.m., 5 Wednesdays start-
ÉÎÇ &ÅÂÒÕÁÒÙ ςτ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ 3ÔȢ !ÎÄÒÅ×ȭÓ 
Room. Led by Steve Beard and 
Theresa Swenson  

Get your crock pots dusted off 
and warmed up! Join us Sunday, 
March 14 at 5:30 p.m. to see who 
×ÉÌÌ ×ÉÎ ÔÈÅ Ȱ3ÐÏÏÎȱ ÔÈÉÓ ÙÅÁÒȦȦ 

Contact Lori Faust for more  
information!  

4th Annual  
Chili Cook-Off!!  

Through the Gospels during Lent 

      ÂÙ 2ÏØÁÎÎÅ +ÁÒÏÌȟ #ÈÉÌÄÒÅÎȭÓ -ÉÎÉÓÔÒÉÅÓ #ÕÒÒÉÃÕÌÕÍ #ÏÏÒÄÉÎÁÔÏÒ 

Have you ever wanted a support 
group to discuss Scriptures with?  
Did you ever want some more in-
formation about the authors of the 
books of the Bible that you are 
reading?  What about a little his-
torical background to help you un-
derstand what the times are like 
that you are reading about? Do you 
need a little motivation to keep 
you on track with your Bible read-
ing?  Have you ever wanted to read 
the gospel story as one story in-
stead of four? 
 
During Lent, a number of us would 
like to read through the gospels 
and explore some of the questions 
that arise as we read.  Starting 
Wednesday, February 24, at 11:00 
a.m., there will be a meeting where 
we will get our reading assign-
ments, explore some background 
information and start our Journey 
through the Gospels. 
 

There will be a couple of options 
depending on whether  you want 
to keep the readings limited to 
several  chapters a day or read the 
Holy Week events as they would 
have happened that one week in 
Jerusalem.  With daily readings 
based on the One Year Chronologi-
cal Bible published by Tyndale 
House,  a weekly teaching/
discussion forum,  and some video 
ÅØÃÅÒÐÔÓ ÆÒÏÍ 2ÁÙ 6ÁÎÄÅÒ ,ÁÁÎȭÓ 
Faith Lessons series, it will be an 
ÅØÃÉÔÉÎÇ ÔÉÍÅ ÔÏ ÇÅÔ ÉÎÔÏ 'ÏÄȭÓ 
Word in a personal  journey and 
also to share that journey with 
others. 
 
The Scripture journey will be 
available whether or not you are 
able to participate in the teachings 
and discussions.  If you have any 
questions call Roxanne Karol at 
732-747-1348 ext. 17 or email her 
at r.karol@comcast.net. 

OPEN HOUSE  FAREWELL  
RECEPTION 

for  
CHARLES AND REBECCA HARRIS 

on 
Sunday, March 21, 2010 

 2:00-4:00 p.m. 
 

Please stop by the Church Parlor any 
time between these hours for light re-

freshments and a special 
time to share your good wishes as 
Charles and Rebecca  prepare to 

move to South Carolina!  
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