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 Open Door          the   
THE FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH AT RED BANK              MAY 2010 

                   VOL 62 -  No 05     

A Thank You Letter from  
     Charles Harris 
          
         April, 2010 

To the First Presbyterian Church at Red Bank: 
 
Thank you very much for giving us the wonderful farewell reception on 
March 21.  It was good to see so many of you!  We will remember it for 
years to come.  Special thanks to Heather deLaszlo, Joan Senese, Polly 
Artherholt, and Molly Vates for planning and executing the reception.  The 
ÆÏÏÄ ×ÁÓ ÄÅÌÉÃÉÏÕÓȟ ÁÎÄ $Å*ÕÁÎ 3ÔÒÏÕÄȭÓ ÆÌÏ×ÅÒÓ ×ÅÒÅ ÅØÑÕÉÓÉÔÅȢ  4ÈÁÎË 
you, Charlie Blatchley and Steve Beard, for your part as well.  We love the 
picture of Tower Hill in the snow, and will display it in a special place in 
our new home. 
 
As we prepare to leave, we are flooded with many happy memories.  Our 
sons, Richard and Louis, were six and four when we moved here in 1988.  
They are now grown men!  It has been my privilege to serve with three 
senior ministers, two interims, and countless staff members.  One of my 
greatest joys was working alongside Judy Werner for seventeen years.  
She has been like a member of our family, and we hope that relationship 
will continue.  It is hard to put into words what the Tower Hill Choir has 
meant to me.  Working with the choir was always fun and energizing, and 
their loyalty never ceased to amaze me.  I am sure the choir will continue 
to be a strong arm of this church and community.  I am grateful for the op-
portunity to work with the Calvin and Chapel Ringers the past four years.  
These young people helped keep me young with their energy, enthusiasm, 
and love of music. 
 
Some of you may know that shortly after I resigned my position, I was di-
agnosed with FTDɂFrontotemporal Dementia.  This is a progressive 
brain disease affecting the frontal lobe where memory and judgment are 
controlled.  I have been under the care of a local neurologist and sought 
further testing at the Hospital of the University of Pennsylvania.  We are 
not sure what the future holds, but we do know Who holds the future and 
to be thankful for each day. 
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Abigail - leaders Cathy Goldberg 

 and Margaret Barney 

 Third Tuesday, 10:00 a.m. 

 Church Parlor 

Adelphia - leaders Esther Pavelka 

 and Carol Giegerich 
 Second Thursday, 7:30 p.m. 

 Church Room 201 

Elizabeth - leader Iris Hinchman 
 First Thursday, 12:30 p.m.  

 At the home of Betty Billings 

 Navesink Harbor 

Faith - leader Lori Faust  
 First and Third Fridays, 9:15 a.m.

 Church Parlor with babysitting 

Hannah - coordinator Leslie Zomro 
 First Wednesday, 7:00 p.m. 

 Church Room 201 

Hope - coordinator Marti Bookstein  
 Third Tuesday, 3:30 p.m.  

 Seabrook Village, Tinton Falls 

Lois - leaders Elaine Lent and Linda 

 Miller   
 Second Tuesday, 7:30 p.m. 

 Call leader for location 

Lydia - leader Sue Lawson and  

 Sylvia Kuzmak  
  Third Monday, 7:30 p.m. 

 Call leader for location 

Martha - leader Elinor Chevalier 
 Second Tuesday, 10:00 a.m.  

 Home of Elinor Chevalier 

Mary - leader Muriel Hemschoot

 Not meeting this month 

Naomi - leader Joan Thomas   

 Second Wednesday, 12:30 p.m. 

 Home of Grace Nash 

Priscilla - leaders Joanna Monday 

 and Linda Rhyne 
 Second Tuesday, 7:00 p.m.  

 Church Parlor 

Sarah - leader Nancy Schmertz 
 Fourth Tuesday, 7:30 p.m. 

 Call leader for time and location 

PWMT News 
      by Ann Pieringer, PWMT Leader 

(Continued on page 4) 

I am writing this letter on the 
ÈÅÅÌÓ ÏÆ ÔÈÉÓ ×ÅÅËȭÓ ÓÅÒÍÏÎ 
ÇÉÖÅÎ ÂÙ 4ÈÅÒÅÓÁ ÅÎÔÉÔÌÅÄ Ȱ"ÁÃË 
ÔÏ 7ÏÒËȱȢ ) ÃÏÕÌÄ ÓÏ ÒÅÌÁÔÅ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ 
ÓÃÒÉÐÔÕÒÅ ÒÅÆÅÒÅÎÃÅ Ȱ!ÆÔÅÒ×ÁÒÄÓȱ 
×ÈÅÒÅ ÆÏÌÌÏ×ÉÎÇ *ÅÓÕÓȭ ÒÅÓÕÒÒÅÃȤ
tion, the disciples were chal-
ÌÅÎÇÅÄ ×ÉÔÈ ÌÉÖÉÎÇ ÌÉÆÅ ȰÁÆÔÅÒ-
×ÁÒÄÓȱȢ 4ÈÅÒÅÓÁ ×ÅÎÔ ÏÎ ÔÏ ÄÒÁ× 
a parallel about having a big life 
event happen and how difficult it 
can be to get back to our normal 
routine or back to work.  The 
sermon concluded with our 
ÃÈÁÒÇÅȟ ÁÓ *ÅÓÕÓȭ ÄÉÓÃÉÐÌÅÓȟ ÔÏ ÇÏ 
out into our work, whatever that 
may be, fulfilling the mission of 
bringing  the love of God into our 
fallen world. 
 
This year, I have been challenged 
by a sad change in my life and 
how I go on living life 
ȰÁÆÔÅÒ×ÁÒÄȱȢ !Ó ÓÏÍÅ ÏÆ ÙÏÕ 
know, my mom passed away last 
month after several years of bat-
tling a painful circulatory dis-
ease. The day she passed, every-
thing  in my life came to a 
screeching halt and what used to 
be important, like carpools and 
laundry, suddenly shifted into 
irrelevant. I found daily tasks to 
be painstaking and the flood of 
tears overwhelming. The only 
comfort I found was by reading 
scripture and spending time 
alone with God. It is amazing 
how that recipe ALWAYS works. 
Over time, the pain receded and I 
started to reach out to friends 
who loved me and helped me get 
ȰÂÁÃË ÔÏ ÎÏÒÍÁÌȢȱ "ÕÔ ÄÅÁÔÈ ÈÁÓ Á 
way of forcing you to look at the 
years gone by, consider the di-
ÒÅÃÔÉÏÎ ÙÏÕȭÒÅ ÇÏÉÎÇ ÉÎ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ 
years ahead, and possibly rede-
ÆÉÎÅ Ȱ ÎÏÒÍÁÌȱ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅ ÆÕÔÕÒÅȢ &ÏÒ 

me, contemplating the legacy I 
leave when my time has come, in-
spired me to walk a little closer to 
God, look for new, creative ways to 
serve the needs of the poor and to 
reach out in love to my neighbors. 
The great news is that there are 
plenty of opportunities to fulfill 
these desires here at Tower Hill. It 
is my prayer that everyone in the 
pews that Sunday (April 18) felt 
God talking to them personally 
about at least one area where they 
ÃÏÕÌÄ ÂÒÉÎÇ 'ÏÄȭÓ ÌÏÖÅ ÔÏ ÔÈÅÉÒ 
work, community and world. Pray 
for God to reveal to you where you 
can offer time and talents in this 
ÌÉÆÅ ȰÁÆÔÅÒ×ÁÒÄÓȢȱ 
 
PW has several opportunities for  
you to serve our community and 
the church. One in particular, the 
all Church Rummage Sale, is one of 
ÏÕÒ  ÆÉÎÅÓÔȢ 4ÈÉÓ ÙÅÁÒȭÓ ÓÁÌÅȟ ÓÃÈÅÄȤ
uled for October 22-23, is a 100% 
mission event! I will not kid you, it 
is a lot of work, but it accomplishes 
'ÏÄȭÓ ×ÏÒË ÉÎ ÔÈÒÅÅ ÄÉÓÔÉÎÃÔ ×ÁÙÓȡ 
1. It is a mission to our local com-
munity  where many are less fortu-
nate than we.  2. All proceeds for 
the sale go directly to the Tower 
Hill Mission Team to support ap-
proved mission programs locally 
and internationally.  3. It is a won-
derful opportunity for fellowship 
and camaraderie with our church 
community. Please consider being 
a part of this event. Together we 
can show the greater Red Bank 
community that Tower Hill is a 
church that cares, serves, and 
loves our neighbors. Contact Ann 
at pieringer1@aol.com to learn 
more about how you can help 
make a difference. 

mailto:pieringer1@aol.com
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Saturday, May 1, 2010 
5:00 p.m. 

Sunday,  May 2, 2010 
9:30 and 11:15 a.m.  
What Do You Say? 

Mark 8:27ɂ9:1 
Steve Beard Preaching 

 
Saturday, May 8, 2010 

5:00 p.m. 
Sunday,  May 9, 2010 

9:30 and 11:15 a.m.  
Spirituality in the Valleys  

Mark 9:2-9 
Steve Beard Preaching 

 
Saturday, May 15, 2010 

5:00 p.m. 
Sunday, May 16, 2010 

9:30 and 11:15 a.m.  
A New Unity 

Steve Beard Preaching 

 
Saturday, May 22, 2010 

5:00 p.m. 
Sunday, May 23, 2010 

9:30 and 11:15 a.m.  
Believing is Seeing? 

Mark 10:46-52 
Steve Beard Preaching 

 
Saturday, May 29, 2010 

5:00 p.m. 
Sunday, May 30, 2010 

9:30 and 11:15 a.m.  
Wayne Smith Preaching 

 

,ÅÔȭÓ ÔÁÌË ÁÂÏÕÔ ÐÒÁÙÅÒȢ 4ÈÉÓ ÓÕÂÊÅÃÔ 
may make some people a little anx-
ÉÏÕÓȢ /ÎÅ ÒÅÁÓÏÎ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÁÔ ÉÓ ×Å ÄÏÎȭÔ 
have a lot of experience in praying. 
Others may feel guilty for neglecting 
to pray. This element of our rela-
tionship with God is too important 
ÔÏ ÁÖÏÉÄȢ 3Ï ÌÅÔȭÓ ÇÉÖÅ ÉÔ Á ÔÒÙȢ 
 
There are all kinds of prayers: A 
child thanking God for rainbows; a 
prayer while driving; a prayer while 
sitting, standing, lying prostrate be-
fore God; secret prayers; individual 
prayers; public prayers; corporate 
prayers; prayers to get things; 
prayers to get rid of things; prayers 
for forgiveness; prayers of submis-
sion; and the list goes on and on.  
What do all these prayers have in 
common? If they are genuine, they 
all assume God. To be genuine, the 
person praying must believe 
1.  That God  exists. 
2.  That God listens. 
3.   That God has the power answer. 
 
Jesus gave us a prayer as a model. 
Pastor Steve did a recent series of 
sermons on what is traditionally 
ÃÁÌÌÅÄ 4ÈÅ ,ÏÒÄȭÓ 0ÒÁÙÅÒȢ 7Å ÒÅÃÉÔÅ 
it in our worship every Sunday. This 
prayer does cover a lot of ground, 
and yet I am sure the Lord did not 
expect his followers to use this as 
the only means of communicating 
×ÉÔÈ ÔÈÅ &ÁÔÈÅÒȢ *ÅÓÕÓȬ ÍÏÄÅÌ ÐÒÁÙÅÒ 
meets the criteria for genuineness. 
He knows that God exists. He is Je-
ÓÕÓȭ ÈÅÁÖÅÎÌÙ &ÁÔÈÅÒȢ  (Å ÂÅÌÉÅÖÅÓ 
God listens. His communication is 
two-way. He believes God has the 
power to answer. He has been given 
proof of that power in His life and 
ministry. Therefore it is a great 
model. It is a good place to start. 
From there, our prayers develop as 
our relationship with God develops. 

 
Why does it seem sometimes that 
our prayers are not heard, not an-
swered, just ignored? Could it be 
ÔÈÁÔ ÉÆ ×Å ÄÏÎȭÔ ÐÒÁÙ ÅØÃÅÐÔ ÉÎ 
times of emergencies, of great 
need, sort of foxhole prayers?  
How often do we think to pray 
when things are going well, no cri-
sis at hand?  Could it also be that 
we have prayed for something be-
fore without getting it, so we say, 
Ȱ7ÈÁÔȭÓ ÔÈÅ ÕÓÅȦȱ 7ÈÅÎ ) ×ÁÓ Á 
boy I always wanted a bicycle for 
Christmas. I asked Santa every 
year for a bike. I never got one. Yet 
for some inexplicable reason I con-
tinued to believe in Santa Claus. In 
retrospect, I can see that every 
#ÈÒÉÓÔÍÁÓ ) ÄÉÄÎȭÔ ÇÅÔ Á ÂÉËÅȟ ÂÕÔ ) 
got so much more. I had loving, if 
very poor, parents. I had the joy 
one should have at the celebration 
ÏÆ #ÈÒÉÓÔȭÓ ÂÉÒÔÈȢ  4ÈÅ ÍÅÍÏÒÉÅÓ ÏÆ 
those evenings at home by the 
tree, with family singing carols, are 
infinitely more vivid than the dis-
appointment on Christmas morn-
ing at finding no bike. What does 
that have to do with prayer? Per-
haps nothing more than to say God 
may be blessing us with more im-
portant things than what we are 
asking. 
 
There is a direct connection be-
tween asking and believing. The 
Scriptures give an account of a 
prayer meeting where the faithful 
were praying for Peter, who was in 
jail. When God answered their 
prayers and Peter showed up at 
their gate, they could not believe it.  
There is also a story in more mod-
ern times about a small town that 
had two churches and one distill-

(Continued on page 8) 

Prayer 
      by Wayne Smith, Associate Pastor 
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PWMT News 

On Our Way To Summertime! 
      by Lori Faust 

The spring weather feels great to 
everyone right now! All I can think 
of is playing outside, vacations, 
time with my kids, and of course 
any kind of water play. Spring is 
the beginning of summer, my fa-
vorite season. Spring is the time to 
get ready for summer, start to 
walk in flip -flops and tee shirts. 
Right now for me, getting ready for 
summer is preparing for Vacation 
Bible School. To get ready for VBS, 
I always remember all of the fun 
moments from the previous years. 

My kids LOVE VBS and look for-
ward for the next year at the end 
of each VBS. Avery enjoys being 
with her friends and singing the 
great songs and the crafts.  Drew 
has had wonderful experiences 
with the teen helpers on staff.  
Scott still talks about his crew 
leader, Kate, and his time with his 
best friend and the music he still 
goes to sleep listening to. I know 
that there are many more children 
that talk about their long-lasting 
experiences at Vacation Bible 

School. As a leader, I have had very 
touching moments getting to know 
the children and laughing and 
playing on water day, one of my 
favorite times! Last year I was able 
to get to help lead the children in 
the morning and the afternoon; 
the energy of the children is amaz-
ing. The fire and passion the chil-
dren are learning for Jesus is over-
whelming!  Having the children 
ÓÃÒÅÁÍȟ Ȱ'/$ ÉÓ 0/7%2&5,Ȧȱ ÉÓ 
awesome! 

Over the next several months, 
there are several new social events 
we have added to the PW calendar. 
On June 8 we are hosting two Boat 
Cruises around the Navesink River. 
This is a great way to meet new 
people and enjoy a relaxing trip 
around our beautiful waters. The 
times are 11:00 a.m. and 2:00 p.m. 
and the trip will include a box 
lunch.  Contact Christina at caria-
denterprises@msn.com for more 
information and to sign up. 
 
We are planning a PW outing  to 
the NJ Seafood Festival in Belmar 
on Saturday,  June 12. The Festival 
runs  from 11:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m. 
and is reputed as being an excel-
lent community food event. PW is 
coordinating a group to drive 
down, enjoy great seafood, meet 
new people and have fun! Contact 
Ann at Pieringer1@aol.com  for 
more details. 
 
Finally, the date has been set for 
the Annual Fall Dinner Gathering. 
On September 27 we will be gath-

ering once again for the kick off 
social event of the PW year. Our 
own Sue Davis will be presenting a 
talk on Animals and the God Con-
nection and Bill Heinemann will do 
a repeat performance as he serves 
another delicious culinary feast. 
This is a not-to-be-missed event 
that proves to be tons of fun and a 
great way to reconnect with old 
and new friends after the summer. 
Look for more information and 
details to follow. 
 
Lastly, the PW Circles (listed on 
page 2) are a terrific way to con-
nect with other women at the 
ÃÈÕÒÃÈȢ )Æ ÙÏÕ ÁÒÅÎȭÔ ÉÎ Á ÃÉÒÃÌÅȟ 
pick a time that works for you and 
ÃÈÅÃË ÉÔ ÏÕÔȢ )ÔȭÓ Á ×ÏÎÄÅÒÆÕÌ ÓÍÁÌÌ 
group opportunity for friendship 
with your pew mates! We welcome 
your input and ideas at next our 
PW Team Meeting on Monday, 
May 3, from 6:30 to 8:30 p.m.  
Come help us plan for the new 
year! Any questions, feel free to 
email me at Pieringer1@aol.com . 

(Continued on from page 2) 

As we prepare to move to South 
Carolina at the end of April, we 
hope you will continue to pray for 
us.  We will certainly pray for you.  
Although we are sad to be leaving 
the Jersey Shore, we know the 
time has come to move where we 
will be near family. 
 
Thank you for all the love and sup-
port you have so graciously given 
me and my family all these years.  
My special thanks to Steve for the 
way he has guided me through this 
transition.  His love and friendship 
have been a real strength to Re-
becca and me.  Please keep in 
touch with us.  Our new address is:
  
7 St. Thomas Ct. 
Greer, SC  29651 
 

(Continued from front page) 

Letter from Charles Harris 

mailto:cariadenterprises@msn.com
mailto:cariadenterprises@msn.com
mailto:Pieringer1@aol.com
mailto:Pieringer1@aol.com
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Youth Corner 
      by Dan Herman,  Interim Youth Director 

Why is it always ME or I? I had a 
challenging week a couple of 
weeks ago, and any time I thought 
of or about the things that needed 
to be done, my mind went into the 
ȰÈÏ× ÁÍ ) ÇÏÉÎÇ ÔÏȱ ÏÒ ȰÈÏ× ÃÁÎ )ȱ 
mode. I know you know what I am 
talking about. I know you have 
been there. How come it is always 
about ME? 
 
9ÏÕ ËÎÏ× ÔÈÅ ÏÌÄ ÓÁ× ÔÈÁÔ ÇÏÅÓ ȰÉÆ 
you want to learn about a subject, 
ÔÅÁÃÈ ÉÔȱȢ 4ÈÉÓ ÃÌÉÃÈï ÉÓ ÓÏÏÏ ÔÒÕÅ 
and is one of the many wonderful 
benefits of walking alongside our 
youth, striving to instill in them 
principles and values that will help 
them to lead joyful lives, lives 
pleasing to God. As we leaders pre-
pare messages and plan activities 
designed to guide and influence 
our charges, we must examine our 
own beliefs and actions, and the 
core principles by which we 
choose to live. Are we modeling 
the adults we pray that these 
youth become? We are acutely 
Á×ÁÒÅ ÔÈÁÔ ÖÁÌÕÅÓ ÁÒÅ ȰÃÁÕÇÈÔ ÁÎÄ 
ÎÏÔ ÔÁÕÇÈÔȢȱ !ÒÅ ÏÕÒ ÌÉÖÅÓȟ ÁÓ ÌÅÁÄȤ
ers, producing the quantity and 
quality of fruit we desire our youth 
to produce? This examination 
process is often difficult and some-
times painful, but it always leads 
to incredible blessings. 
 
So what does this have to do with 
ÍÅÅÔÉÎÇ ÌÉÆÅȭÓ ÃÈÁÌÌÅÎÇÅÓȟ ÍÅÅÔÉÎÇ 
and fulfilling our responsibilities, 
coping with a challenging week?  
EVERYTHING! 
 
We tell our kids (youth group kids) 
that God is absolutely in charge 

and that He has a wonderful plan 
for our lives. We teach them that 
*ÅÓÕÓ ÓÁÉÄ Ȱ#ÏÍÅ ÔÏ ÍÅȟ ÁÌÌ ÙÏÕ 
who are weary and burdened, and 
) ×ÉÌÌ ÇÉÖÅ ÙÏÕ ÒÅÓÔȢȱ 7Å ÔÅÁÃÈȾ
preach that Jesus wants to be part 
of our everyday lives, to help us in 
the small things as well as in the 
big things. And we all know what 
Jesus has to say about worry 
(Matthew 6:25-34).   
 
When faced with a challenge or a 
challenging week, is my proper 
ÒÅÓÐÏÎÓÅ ȰÈÏ× ÃÁÎ )ȱ ÏÒ Ȱ×ÈÁÔ 
ÍÕÓÔ ) ÄÏȩȱ .ÏȢ 4ÈÅ ÐÒÏÐÅÒ ÒÅȤ
sponse/action is get on my knees 
and ask the Lord for His help, to 
commit whatever the problem is 
ÔÏ (ÉÓ ÃÁÒÅ ÁÎÄ ÈÁÎÄÌÉÎÇȢ Ȱ,ÏÒÄȟ 
you know about the (problem, 
challenge, difficulty) that I am fac-
ing this week. Lord, I pray that you 
would help me with this burden, 
guide me in the things that I must 
do, and help me to trust you with 
ÔÈÅ ÒÅÓÕÌÔÓ ÁÎÄ ÃÏÎÓÅÑÕÅÎÃÅÓȢȱ 
 
My challenging week, by the way, 
ÃÕÌÍÉÎÁÔÅÄ ÉÎ Ȱ9ÏÕÔÈ 3ÕÎÄÁÙȢȱ  
What a blessing! Our youth love to 
participate, love to take responsi-
bility, love to share their faith and 
love to worship. And why would I 
ever think that such a wonderful 
worship service had anything to 
ÄÏ ×ÉÔÈ ȰÍÅȱ ÏÒ ÁÔ ÁÎÙ ÍÏÍÅÎÔ 
×ÁÓ ÉÎ ȰÍÙȱ ÈÁÎÄÓȩ 
 
Speaking of participating and tak-
ing responsibility, three of our 
high school young men volun-
teered to help and serve hors 
ÄȭÏÅÕÖÒÅÓ ÁÔ ÔÈÅ 4Ï×ÅÒ (ÉÌÌ 3ÃÈÏÏÌ 
annual fundraiser. The phone calls 

and thanks that I received were 
unbelievable (like I had anything 
to do with it anyway). Apparently 
ɉÂÅÃÁÕÓÅ ) ×ÁÓÎȭÔ ÔÈÅÒÅɊȟ ÎÏÔ ÏÎÌÙ 
did the young men serve beauti-
fully, they also entertained and 
discussed and fraternized (oh, my) 
ÔÏ ÅÖÅÒÙÏÎÅȭÓ ÄÅÌÉÇÈÔȢ !ÎÄ ÈÅÒÅ ) 
thought they were just three nor-
mal, rowdy, shiftless teenagers! 
 
Please continue to pray for us. We 
have two retreats coming up in the 
next couple of weeks. On my heart 
are several youth who had partici-
pated and have not been present 
ÒÅÃÅÎÔÌÙȢ 7Å ÔÏÏ ÈÁÖÅ ÏÕÒ ȰÌÏÓÔ 
ÓÈÅÅÐȱ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅÙ ÄÒÁÓÔÉÃÁÌÌÙ ÎÅÅÄ 
what is to be found in their youth 
group, faith, fellowship and foun-
dation. Please pray that they 
would find their way back to their 
brothers and sisters. 
 
If Youth Sunday put a smile on 
your face or touched your heart, 
consider whether God is calling 
you to spend more time with the 
youth of your church and commu-
nity. If we had one leader for every 
youth, that would not be too many.  
We especially have need of adult 
men of faith to walk alongside our 
young men. The guys that are here 
on Wednesday and Thursday night 
are not aware of this need, but I 
am. 
 
Thank you for your constant and 
continuing support and prayers.   
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We bring back greetings and heartfelt thanks to the Tower Hill congregation from the children and staff at the 
Eva Russell School and Casa Monte Plata Orphanage.  Our team of 11 volunteers worked hard during the week 
of March 13-20  representing you and sharing God's love with our Dominican brothers and sisters.  Here is a 
sampling of our week: 

We interviewed and photographed the children who are being sponsored by 17 groups or individuals from 
the congregation.  We gave out gifts sent by sponsors and have reported back to them with pictures, 
notes, and copies of the interviews. 

 
We held the Third Annual Book Fair during which each child 

chose a book to keep as his/her very own. Three grades at-
tended on each of three days and students were given spe-
cific guidelines on how to choose a book appropriate to their 
reading level.   270 books were donated by individuals in 
our congregation and the left-overs were donated to the 
school library and the fledgling library at the orphanage.  
This year's Scholastic theme was "Under the Sea" so we  
decorated the school dining hall accordingly.   The students 
read animatedly to us from their books and were also ex-
cited to receive home-made ribbon bookmarks from Kirk 
Club and bracelets with sayings like WWJD and PUSH. 

 
We conducted an evening workshop on addition of fractions for all teachers K-8.  We used white boards and 

home-made manipulatives and were extremely gratified to learn that some teachers were using these 
instructional aids later that week. 

 
We distributed home-made cards from the Kirk Club children and colorful toiletries baskets containing 

"white gifts" collected at Christmastime to the 23 children at the orphanage.  The children were thrilled 
with the cards and pictures of the Kirk Club group and loved their shampoo, deodorant, cups, toothpaste 
& brushes and homemade soap in decorated boxes.  We also discussed with the children the importance 
of proper hand-washing - all the more important since many of them recently had the flu. 

 
We played with the children at the orphanage and shared an amazing dinner with them and the house par-

ents (stew, rice and beans, plantains).  The older children helped with the meal preparation and setting 
up the tables for 40+ people. 

 
We read out loud in Spanish to K-2 classes in the school library. 
 
We constructed large wooden tables and benches for the 4th casa's dining area. 
 
We painted the 4th casa inside and out - 2 coats - in bright Caribbean colors. 
 
We had a meeting between the school psychologist (who currently comes one day a week) and the trained 

social worker on our team.   
 
We coached the after-school English drama club on pronunciation as they were preparing a skit for compe-

tition.      

Please capitalize the word "Spanish" in the (I think) 6th bullet point in the article.   Thanks.   Susan  

2010 MISSION TRIP 
TO MONTE PLATA, DOMINICAN REPUBLIC 

      by Susan Miller 
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We worshipped on Sunday at the Templo Biblico with our Domini-
can friends. 
 
We helped facilitate the work of the Kids Alive missionary in pre-
paring end of the year progress reports by photographing all 180 
children in the school. 
 
We sorted and packed clothing and food that was taken to Haitian 
earthquake victims by Ramon Prenza (our host) and a Kids Alive 
representative from the U.K. 
 
These are some of the observable accomplishments of this year's 
trip.  There remain many intangibles such as the fact of our physical 

presence giving hope and encouragement to the children, teachers and staff; or their feelings of self-validation 
because of our smiles and kind words; or their observance of our work ethic having an impact on their future ac-
tions.   
 
Our one-week sojourn was a quick infusion of time, talent and money dedicated to specific projects. However, the 
needs are ever-present and evolving.  For example,we learned of a need for money for eyeglasses and hearing aids 
for some children based on  recent testing done at the school. One of the  orphanage homes was damaged by the 
Haiti earthquake and has been evacuated awaiting an engineer's inspection to determine how to fix it. And the 
psychologist is needed more than once a week. And so it goes.... We will coordinate with our Mission Committee 
to see how we can help out in these areas. 
 
In the meantime, one thing we all can do is pray for these at-risk children and 
the Christian adults who are teaching and caring for them. The day-to-day op-
erations of the school and orphanage are covered by sponsorship which is ad-
ministered by Kids Alive International. Sponsoring a child provides them with 
a school uniform, books, breakfast and lunch, and access to medical and dental 
care. It also pays the teachers' and house parents' salaries. If you are inter-
ested in sponsoring a child, contact Kids Alive directly at 2507 Cumberland 
Drive, Valparaiso, IN 46383 (1-800-KIDS-330). Their website is 
www.kidsalive.org. There are also  brochures on the bulletin board in the Par-
lor hallway.   
 
We hope you will take a look at the church website information about our 
mission trip, the bulletin board in the Parlor hallway or special displays in 
Webster Hall. Thank you once again for all you do to help us. Your 2010 DR Mission Team: Al Sagosz (leader), Sam 
Chevalier, Peter Chevalier, Lisa Towell (Elinor Chevalier's niece), Stephan Heinlein, Leslie Mader, Susan Miller, 
Sheryl & Jim Powers, Melissa Widdis, Susan Widdis. 
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