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Adam K. Peithmann became Director of Music 
Ministries at Tower Hill Church effective 
August 1. He came to Tower Hill from New Ha-
ven, Conn. where he was director of music at 
Bethesda Lutheran Church and co-director of 
music at the Berkeley Divinity School of Yale 
University. 
 
A Nebraska native, Adam earned a bachelor of 
music in organ performance from Eastman 
School of Music, Rochester, New York, and a 
master of music in organ performance from 
the Institute of Sacred Music at Yale University. 
He earned a Fulbright Grant for organ study in 

Germany in 2007-2008, and has earned numerous awards for organ per-
formance including the 2009 Charles Ives Prize. He has served as a church 
musician in Lutheran, Episcopalian, Presbyterian and Roman Catholic 
churches. 
 
 Ȱ4Ï×ÅÒ (ÉÌÌȭÓ ×ÏÒÓÈÉÐ ÁÎÄ ÍÕÓÉÃ ÔÒÁÄÉÔÉÏÎÓȟ ÔÈÅ ÂÅÁÕÔÉÆÕÌ 3ÁÎÃÔÕÁÒÙ ÁÎÄ 
ÔÈÅ ÂÒÅÁÄÔÈ ÏÆ ÙÏÕÒ ÐÒÏÇÒÁÍÓ ÁÒÅ ÉÎÓÐÉÒÉÎÇȟȱ !ÄÁÍ ÓÁÙÓȢ Ȱ)Ô ÉÓ Á ÐÒÉÖÉÌÅÇÅ 
for me to serve with Pastor Beard, the pastoral staff and the musicians to 
ÄÒÁ× ÐÅÏÐÌÅ ÃÌÏÓÅÒ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ ,ÏÒÄȢȱ 
 
!ÄÁÍȭÓ ×ÉÆÅȟ ,ÁÕÒÅÎ 1ÕÉÇÌÅÙ 0ÅÉÔÈÍÁÎÎȟ ÉÓ Á ÔÅÁÃÈÅÒ ÏÆ ÃÈÏÒÁÌ ÍÕÓÉÃ ÁÔ 
Hunter College High School in New York. Like her husband, she is a gradu-
ÁÔÅ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ )ÎÓÔÉÔÕÔÅ ÏÆ 3ÁÃÒÅÄ -ÕÓÉÃ ÁÔ 9ÁÌÅȢ 3ÁÙÓ !ÄÁÍȟ Ȱ,ÁÕÒÅÎ ÁÎÄ ) ÈÁÖÅ 
found a warm welcome at Tower Hill and are looking forward to being 
ÐÁÒÔ ÏÆ ÙÏÕÒ ÃÈÕÒÃÈ ÆÁÍÉÌÙȢȱ 
 
!ÄÁÍȭÓ ÂÁÃËÇÒÏÕÎÄ ÉÎ ÃÈÏÒÁÌ ÃÏÎÄÕÃÔÉÎÇ ÉÎÃÌÕÄÅÓ ÉÎÄÅÐÅÎÄÅÎÔ ÓÔÕÄÙ ÁÎÄ 
conducting church choirs in New Haven and Rochester, New York. He has 

Tower Hill Welcomes 
Adam Peithmann as 

Director of Music Ministries 
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Abigail - leaders Cathy Goldberg 

 and Margaret Barney 

 Third Tuesday, 10:00 a.m. 

 Church Parlor 

Adelphia - leaders Lois Whittom 

 and Carol Giegerich 
 Second Thursday, 7:30 p.m. 

 Home of Carol Giegerich 

Elizabeth - leader Iris Hinchman 
 First Tuesday, 12:30 p.m.  

 Church Parlor 

Faith - leader Lori Faust  
 First and Third Fridays, 9:15 a.m.

 Church Parlor with babysitting 

Hannah - leader Leslie Zomro 
 First Wednesday, 7:00 p.m. 

 Church, Room 201 

Hope - leader Marti Bookstein 
 Third Tuesday, 3:30 p.m.  

 Seabrook Village, Tinton Falls 

Lois - leader Linda Miller   
 Second Tuesday, 7:30 p.m. 

 Home of Linda Miller 

Lydia - leaders Karen Scarborough 

 and Sylvia Kuzmak  
  Third Monday, 7:30 p.m. 

 Call leader for location 

Martha - leader Elinor Chevalier 
 Second Tuesday, 10:00 a.m.  

 Church Parlor 

Naomi - leader Joan Thomas   

 Second Wednesday, 12:30 p.m. 

 Home of Joy Conhagen 

Priscilla - leaders Joanna Monday 

 and Linda Rhyne 
 Second Tuesday, 7:00 p.m. 

 Church Parlor 

Sarah - leader Nancy Schmertz 
 Fourth Tuesday, 7:00 p.m. 

 Home of Nancy Schmertz 

Good Bye Summer, Welcome Fall!  
For many of us, the summers here 
at the New Jersey Shore are jam 
packed with activities. We try to 
squeeze so much sun and fun into 
the 12 weeks of summer, that by 
the time September rolls around, 
×Å ÁÒÅ ÒÅÁÄÙ ÔÏ Ȱ7ÅÌÃÏÍÅ &ÁÌÌȦȱȢ  
For some of us, just a change in 
temperature is what we are look-
ing forward to with great anticipa-
tion. The summer of 2010 will go 
on record as one of the hottest, 
driest summers in history. Yes, it 
threatened to rain day in and day 
out, but our lawns and gardens 
will tell you we had a drought in 
N.J. all summer long. 
 
As I reflect on the weather this 
summer, I am struck by the paral-
lel between the climate of drought 
in our environment and the feel-
ÉÎÇÓ ÏÆ ȰÄÒÏÕÇÈÔȱ ÉÎ ÍÙ ÐÅÒÓÏÎÁÌ 
spiritual life. Just like the garden 
that will not grow if it is parched, 
×Å ×ÉÌÌ ÎÏÔ ÇÒÏ× ÉÆ ×Å ÁÒÅÎȭÔ 
quenched. So, what causes this 
spiritual drought for me? It hap-
pens when my focus is out of bal-
ance and my life becomes too 
much about me and my family not 
enough about God and His family.   
The good news is, it is so easy to 
get back in sync and let His spirit 
replenish my soul. Jesus tells us 

He is The Living Water that fills us 
up and helps to sustain us. He will 
restore me if I take the time to 
drink from the well: Take the time 
ÔÏ ÓÔÕÄÙ 'ÏÄȭÓ 7ÏÒÄ ×ÉÔÈ ÏÔÈÅÒ 
believers, make the time to serve 
in various outreach opportunities 
in and around our community, 
take the time to commit to a book 
study with my friends in Christ, 
and take the time to simply get 
together and enjoy a gathering 
over dinner with friends you see 
on Sunday mornings. Fortunately, 
all of these opportunities are avail-
able here at Tower Hill Church.  
We invite you to jump  in to the 
new season and get hydrated again 
this Fall. 
 
0ÒÅÓÂÙÔÅÒÉÁÎ 7ÏÍÅÎȭÓ -ÉÎÉÓÔÒÉÅÓ 
(PWMT) is a wonderful place to 
start.  Circles are gathering and 
planning  for the new year with 
book and Bible studies on their 
agenda. If you have not found a 
ÃÉÒÃÌÅ ÏÒ ÁÒÅÎȭÔ ÅÖÅÎ ÓÕÒÅ ×ÈÁÔ ÏÎÅ 
is, please let us know. Circles are 
small groups of women who 
gather together for fellowship and 
communion for the purpose of 
supporting one another and 
ÓÔÒÅÎÇÔÈÅÎÉÎÇ ÅÁÃÈ ÏÔÈÅÒȭÓ ÆÁÉÔÈ ÉÎ 

PWMT News 
      by Ann Pieringer, PWMT Leader 

Womenôs Circles 

(Continued on page 11) 

Fall Worship Schedule  
September 12  
 Genesis Sunday  One worship service at 9:30 a.m.  
September 19  
 11:15 a.m. service resumes in the Chapel  
October 3, Sunday  
 Contemporary Worship begins at 5:00 p.m. in  
 Webster Hall  



 

3 

From The Pastor 

      by Steve Beard, Senior Pastor 

Sunday,  September  5, 2010 
8:00  and 9:30 a.m.  

You Have Got to Be Kidding 
Wayne Smith Preaching 

 
Sunday,  September 12, 2010 

Genesis Sunday 
9:30 a.m.  only  

The Striver 
Genesis 25:19-34; 
Matthew 3:13-17 

Steve Beard Preaching 

 
Sunday, September 19, 2010 

9:30 a.m.  and 11:15 a.m. 
The Pretender 

Genesis 27:1-36 
Steve Beard Preaching 

 
Sunday, September 26, 2010 

9:30 a.m.  and 11:15 a.m. 
Guest Preacher 

John Kleinheksel Preaching 

September 2010 

We have had a busy and eventful summer here at 
Tower Hill and for those who have been away for 
periods of time I would like the opportunity to bring 
you up to speed on a few of the happenings. 
 
1. Staff additions  ɀ Adam Peithman was hired 
 August 1st as our new Music Director.  Adam 
 was the unanimous choice of our search team 

which did a thorough national search.  Adam is a recent graduate of 
the Yale Institute for Sacred Music and he comes with much experi-
ence working with churches.  We are excited that Adam, and his new 
wife Lauren, are with us and we look forward to many fruitful years 
of ministry.  

 
 At our August Session meeting Dan Herman was affirmed as our 

Youth Director for the next school year. Dan has been faithful in his 
service to our youth and his efforts in the departure of Joe Cole have 
been a gift to our church.  Dan has been very busy this summer lead-
ing two mission trips to Vermont and assisting our Bell Ringers on 
their trip to Seattle. We will continue to look at the long term staffing 
needs of our Youth Ministry department and we are glad that Dan has 
agreed to continue his wonderful service in our midst. 

 
2. The final phase of our Vision for the Hill  program as begun.  Our 

Webster Hall complex and Hallway realignment projects are now in 
full swing.  We are looking forward to a new stage for Webster Hall, 
new bathrooms with handicap accessibility, and a new hallway to 
ease congestion and help with flow into the breezeway.  Our Vision 
for the Hill program is winding down and we are grateful for the nu-
merous updates and changes this program has brought to our cam-
pus.  Many thanks to all who have given so much to help make this 
effort succeed. 

 
3. Our Long Range Planning Team has been busy this summer writing a report which will be given to Ses-

sion at our September retreat.  This report will reflect many of the suggestions and comments that came 
from our gatherings for congregational input this past May.  We have already put some suggestions in 
place and you will be hearing about several new programs in the coming weeks.  Thank you to all who 
have contributed to this process which will enhance our ministry. 

 
4. We have spent time this summer looking at the ministry of our Deacons.  With the leadership of Theresa 

Swenson, we have put forward a plan that will help better organize and coordinate our Deacons for ser-
vice.  We have made several changes to our ministry team structure and we pray that this will result in 
new and creative ways to help serve our congregation and those in need. 

 
I pray you had a wonderful summer and are looking forward as I am to a great next season of ministry here at 
Tower Hill.   
 
 Blessings, Steve 
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(Continued on page 7) 

When a friend of mine first ap-
proached me about joining her and 
Team Haiti on the next mission 
trip, I was intrigued. I had always 
regretted not taking such a trip 
when I was younger, with more 
freedom and responsibility.  But 
now, my children were no longer 
infants and my husband had more 
freedom to work from home.  If I 
really wanted to go, now might be 
the time. In addition, Team Haiti 
had decided they were going to 
stay and work at an orphanage 
ÃÁÌÌÅÄ $ÁÎÉÔÁȭÓ #ÈÉÌÄÒÅÎȢ )Î ÍÙ 
Haiti research I had coincidentally 
come across the website for 
$ÁÎÉÔÁȭÓ #ÈÉÌÄÒÅÎ ÁÎÄ ÆÅÌÔ ÉÎÓÐÉÒÅÄ 
by Danita. Well, we all know there 
are no coincidences. Everything 
was telling me that now was my 
time to go and make this a part of 
my life.   
 
When we arrived in Haiti we were 
greeted at the Domincan border by 
Brittany, a full-time missionary at 
$ÁÎÉÔÁȭÓȢ  &ÒÏÍ ÔÈÁÔ ÐÏÉÎÔ ÏÎ ÁÎÙ 
anxiety I felt immediately disap-
peared. Brittany was like an angel 
and I felt safe and at peace upon 
meeting her. Brittany got us across 
the border without incident and 
got us settled in at the orphanage.  
$ÕÒÉÎÇ ÏÕÒ ÉÎÉÔÉÁÌ ȰÔÏÕÒȱ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÏÒȤ
ÐÈÁÎÁÇÅȟ ) ÒÅÁÌÌÙ ×ÁÓÎȭÔ ÓÕÒÅ ×ÈÁÔ 
my role would be ɀ )ȭÍ ÎÏÔ Á ÄÏÃȤ
tor, or a nurse, or a teacher, or a 
speech pathologist and I am cer-
tainly not computer savvy, all of 
which my traveling companions 
were. What I discovered over the 
next week was that I just needed 
to be me ɀ THAT was enough. As 
contrite as this may sound, it was 
never more true. While many spe-
cialists and professionals are in-

deed needed in Haiti, the children 
themselves - all of them - need 
love and laughter and hope. Things 
that we can all give.  They need to 
feel that others believe in them. 
And very quickly upon meeting 
them, I did.   
 
-Ù ÔÉÍÅ ÁÔ $ÁÎÉÔÁȭÓ ×ÁÓ ÓÐÅÎÔ ÄÉȤ
rectly with the children ɀ primarily 
with the earthquake victims trans-
ported from Port-au-Prince. The 
on-ÓÉÔÅ ÃÈÕÒÃÈ ÁÔ $ÁÎÉÔÁȭÓ ÈÁÄ ÂÅÅÎ 
stripped of pews and converted 
into housing solely for these chil-
dren. Some were withdrawn, some 
were grief-stricken, some were 
still in shock. Understandably, all 
were still frightened by what they 
had seen and heard the day the 
earthquake hit. However, perhaps 
not as understandable, all of them 
were grateful. When they first saw 
us their eyes lit up and they just 
×ÁÎÔÅÄ ÔÏ ÔÏÕÃÈ ÕÓȢ ) ×ÁÓÎȭÔ ÅØȤ
pecting this and I was caught off 
guard. I felt more somber going 
into this mission ɀ afraid of what 
to say to the children, how to act 
with them. However, they put me 
at ease immediately. They were 
happy. They had lost so much, yet 
for the most part they seemed 
happy and grateful.   
 
I spent most nights with the Port-
au-Prince children and the grati-
tude and hope that was felt among 
them began from the time the chil-
dren awoke to the time they went 
to sleep.   Each morning, the staff 
would wake the children up with 
songs about God ɀ Ȱ2ÉÓÅ ÁÎÄ ÓÈÉÎÅ 
and give God the glory glory, chil-
ÄÒÅÎ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ,ÏÒÄȱȢ  !Ô ÎÉÇÈÔȟ ÂÅÆÏÒÅ 
lights out, they would gather to-
gether and sing songs praising Je-

sus.  Sometimes they would play 
music and dance.  When the lights 
went out we would walk through 
the rows of bunk beds and, one by 
one, pray over the children.  Most 
children did not speak English but 
ÉÔ ÄÉÄÎȭÔ ÍÁÔÔÅÒȢ  4ÈÅÙ ÊÕÓÔ ×ÁÎÔÅÄ 
to pray with us.  I think they knew 
by us praying with them that we 
had hope for them, that we be-
lieved in them.  Prayer was univer-
sal to these children.   
 
Over the first couple of days it was 
difficult to remember each child by 
name ɀ there were just so many of 
them and they kind of blurred to-
gether. In the United States, we 
ÍÉÇÈÔ ÒÅÍÅÍÂÅÒ ÔÈÅ ÃÏÌÏÒ ÏÆ ÏÎÅȭÓ 
hair, or the way the person 
dresses, or how tall or big a person 
is, or what car they drive in the 
pick up line at school. In Haiti 
ÔÈÅÓÅ ×ÅÒÅÎȭÔ ÆÁÃÔÏÒÓȢ 0ÈÙÓÉÃÁÌÌÙ 
the children had the same color 
hair, the same color skin, they 
dressed alike with either a uniform 
OR whatever hand me downs they 
had, and they were all thin. As I 
ÓÔÁÒÔÅÄ ÔÏ ÒÅÍÅÍÂÅÒ ÅÁÃÈ ÃÈÉÌÄȭÓ 
name, I realized that what I was 
remembering was the twinkle in a 
ÃÈÉÌÄȭÓ ÅÙÅȟ ÏÒ ÔÈÅ ×ÁÙ Á ÃÈÉÌÄ 
ÓÍÉÌÅÄȟ ÏÒ ÔÈÅ ÓÁÄÎÅÓÓ ÉÎ Á ÃÈÉÌÄȭÓ 
face. Each child was truly beautiful 
from the inside and I remembered 
them by their own unique traits. 

 
There was Katiana who had lost 
her leg and broken an arm in the 
earthquake. She was in a wheel-
chair but was so excited that we 
had similar names, mine being 
Cathy. There was Lonique, who 
had lost his arm in the earthquake.  
Lonique was probably 7 or 8 years 

/ŀǘƘȅ wƻƳŀƴƻΩǎ ¢ǊƛǇ ǘƻ Iŀƛǘƛ 

      by Cathy Romano, Former Deacon Moderator  
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PWMT Annual Fall 
Dinner Gathering 

September 27  
6:00 - 9:00 p.m. 

         

aŜƴΩǎ .ǊŜŀƪŦŀǎǘ 

All men are invited to come to a 
-ÅÎȭÓ "ÒÅÁËÆÁÓÔ 3ÁÔÕÒÄÁÙȟ 3ÅÐȤ
tember 25, from 8:30 to 10:00 
a.m. in the St. Andrews 
Room   We will gather for food, 
fellowship and to hear from our 
guest speaker. Check the Sunday 
Bulletins for more information. 

A Prayer of Discipleship 

For the Christian writer and other children of God 

My Lord, fill my heart with Your Spirit, teach me and guide me. 

Help me to see the gifts youôve given me, and to use them wisely. 

Open my ears to hear Your voice, open my mind to understand. 

Let Your words live deep inside me, to comfort and to command. 

Soften my heart, lead me to trust, so that upon hearing I obey. 

And walk with me as You lead me on and meet my needs each day. 

Let me know when to step, and when to wait, and the words that I should say. 

And help me to be a shining light, to guide others to find Your way. 

 

And by Your grace, may I seek Your kingdom first, take on Your yoke with joy, 

Love and serve You, and my neighbor, my selfishness destroyed; 

May I use the gifts youôve given me, my life itself, to do Your will; 

May I share Your word, proclaim Your truth, Your commission to fulfill. 

And whenever You may call on me to have Your will be done, 

May I respond with faithfulness, to have Your kingdom come. 

                                                                        Amen. 

      By Sylvia Kuzmak 

Sylvia Kuzmak, member of First Presbyterian Church Red Bank, NJ, attended the 

Greater Philadelphia Christian Writers Conference held at Philadelphia Biblical 

University, Langhorne, PA, August 11-14, 2010. Approximately 280 conferees at-

tended, along with a faculty of 65 professional authors, editors, and literary agents. 

Her prayer/poem ñA Prayer of Discipleshipò won First Place at the conference in 

the category of ñPoetry by an author who is not yet published (Christian writing).ò 

Sacrament Training and Potluck  
For the first graders and their parents and anyone who has not attended. 

Sunday, September 26 in the evening   -   please hold the date! 

More details to follow! 

Any questions please see Lori or Roxanne 

0ÒÅÓÂÙÔÅÒÉÁÎ 7ÏÍÅÎȭÓ -ÉÎÉÓȤ
tries invites you to join us for the  
Annual Fall Dinner Gathering 
on September 27, from 6:00 -
9:00 p.m. in Webster Hall. Our 
featured speaker is our very own 
Sue Davis who will be presenting 
an interesting and entertaining 
talk about Ȱ!ÎÉÍÁÌÓ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅ 'ÏÄ 
#ÏÎÎÅÃÔÉÏÎȢȱ   Join us as we kick 
off the new year with a delicious 
home cooked 
dinner, great  fellowship, and 
lots of laughs. It promises to be a 
gathering to remember. Tickets 
for the dinner and speaker will 
be $12 and go on sale September 
5 in Webster Hall. 


